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William Penn Newsletter

6th January 2016

Happy New Year
We hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas break and are now looking forward to the spring.  Please find a list of dates for the rest of the year below as a reminder of the main events that we have coming up.

	January 2016

	4th 
	Spring Term commences

	February 2016

	9th and 11th 
	Parent Consultation Evenings 3.15pm-6pm (with Book Fair)

	15th – 19th inclusive
	Half term

	22nd
	INSET Day – school closed to pupils

	March 2016

	9th 
	Open Day for parents to visit school

	23rd   
	Parents’ Assembly 2.15pm

	24th 
	Last day of Spring Term

	25th  – 8th April inclusive
	Easter Holiday

	April 2016

	11th 
	Summer Term commences

	May 2016

	2nd  
	Bank Holiday

	w/o 2nd and w/o 16th TBC
	Test Week for Years 3&4 

	w/o 9th TBC
	Test Week for Years 5&6 

	27th 
	May Day Celebration 1.30pm

	30th – 3rd June inclusive
	Half term

	June 2016

	10th  
	May Day Celebration Rain Off 1.30pm

	15th 
	Open Day for parents to visit school

	15th 
	Welcome Meeting for new parents 7pm

	16th (pm) and 21st (am)
	New intake taster sessions and school transition times

	TBC
	School Fete

	24th   
	Sports Day 10am

	27th  
	INSET Day – school closed to pupils

	w/o 27th 
	Year 6 Cycling Proficiency ‘Bikeability’

	July 2016

	1st  
	Sports Day Rain Off 10am

	8th 
	Parents’ Assembly / PTA Assembly at 2.15pm

	8th 
	Annual Pupil Reports to Parents

	12th and 14th 
	Parent Consultation Evenings 3.15pm-6pm 

	TBC 
	Years 2 and 6  Visit to the Blue Idol 

	22nd  
	William Penn End of Year Leavers’ Assembly 

	22nd 
	End of Term


Uniform
Thank you for sending back your children in correct school uniform.  Could we please ask that all children have a raincoat everyday as they will go out at break times unless the rainfall is very heavy.  Also, we would respectfully ask that children do not wear nail polish to school or trainers as neither of these are permitted.
[image: image2.jpg]Governor's Christmas Giving Appeal 
We would like to thank everyone that kindly donated shoe boxes for the William Penn Governor Christmas Giving Appeal. The shoe boxes were very gratefully received by needy children and their families who would like to pass on their very best thanks to all the parents, children and teachers. The boxes were distributed on our behalf by representatives from the Blue Idol and St. Cuthmans. Thank you for your support.
Netball Team

Just a reminder that the netball teams next match is on Wednesday 13th January. The meetings will run at Collyer’s 4-5.30pm. Mrs Carver will be there to meet the children. The final meeting is on 2nd March 2016.

Well done to all those on the team and keep up the hard work we are very proud of you.
Thank You Tesco
We would like to pass on our thanks to Lee Leflain the manager of Tesco Broadbridge Heath who agreed to donate some of the store’s Christmas decorations to William Penn for the next festive season.  We are very grateful indeed.  We would also like to thank Jamie Coad and Kayleigh for collecting the huge Christmas tree during the school holidays.
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· Poster for Peace 2016

The Billingshurst Lions want you to design a poster promoting peace in the world

The theme is ‘Share Peace’.  The best poster in each class will win a £10 token to be spent in WH Smith, plus a certificate. The runner-up in each class will get a certificate, too.

The best poster from each class will also be sent to the South East Headquarters of the Lions Club, where it will be entered for another competition. The prizes will be:
1st - a £30 art voucher + £100 for the school

2nd - a £25 art voucher + £50 for the school

3rd - a £20 art voucher + £50 for the school

What you need to do:
· Design a poster promoting peace in the world

· Do it on paper or card no larger than A3 and no smaller than A4

· Make sure you put your name, class, year group and school on the back of the poster - which must not be folded

When you need to do it by:

Your poster must be handed in at school by Thursday the 10th of March

The Shipley Parish Plan
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Employment Workshop for parents seeking work
 

Your local Children and Family Centre is running a FREE two hour workshop with a FREE crèche (which must be pre-booked) to support parents who are seeking to return to paid employment.  This is aimed at those who would like help and advice in creating/updating cvs, searching for jobs, gaining qualifications and gaining interview skills.

 

Details are on the attached poster with information on how to book a place.  Priority for places is initially being given to lone parents, but we would like to hear from any parent who is interested in attending.

 

Also attached is a list of vacancies for places on our volunteering programme, which is also part of our “pathway to work” – some parents may find it helpful to volunteer to gain relevant work experience and an opportunity to develop their confidence again in the workplace.  All volunteers can access a range of free training courses and we are able to give references to future employers.

Pupil Achievements
Congratulations to Isabelle Spicer who has been awarded ‘Swimmer of the Month’ at her Atlantis swimming club and also received a trophy for 3rd place for 11 year olds in the Atlantis club championship.  Also,  Toby Lutman has achieved his Stage 7 ASA swimming award and Jessica Lutman has achieved her Stage 6 ASA swimming award.  Well done to you all.  If you have any pupil achievements that you would like mentioned in the newsletter, please e-mail the office: office@williampenn.w-sussex.sch.uk
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