
 
 

 
 
 

William Penn Newsletter 
10th January 2018 

Happy New Year! 
 
Welcome to the Spring Term at William 
Penn.  We hope that you all enjoyed your 
Christmas holiday and send you our very 
best wishes for 2018. 
 
William Penn Christmas Carol Service – 
18th December at Christ’s Hospital  
 
We would like to thank everyone that was 
able to support the children at Christ’s 
Hospital for our Christmas celebration.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing parents and 
extended families and the special 
atmosphere that was created.   
 
Mathletics 
 
As some of you will have become aware, 
we are for the time being not renewing the 
school subscription to Mathletics.  As is often the case, the novelty seems to have worn off for the vast 
majority of our pupils and therefore the subscription costs are better used to support the curriculum in other 
ways.  For example, you will hear much more about Purple Mash which is another IT based learning resource 
that we are increasingly using.  Please accept our apologies for the lack of notice with regard to this change 
owing to the renewal date falling within the Christmas holiday.  
 
Diary Dates 2017-2018 
 
A list of dates for the rest of the school year is included below: 

 
January 2018 

4
th

  Spring Term commences 
February 2018 

9
th

  INSET Day – school closed to pupils 

12
th

 – 16
th
 inclusive Half term 

20
th

 and 22
nd

   Parent Consultation Evenings 3.15pm-6pm (with Book Fair) 
March 2018 

7
th

  Open Day for parents to visit school 

29
th

    Last day of Spring Term and Parents’ Assembly 2.15pm 

30
th

  – 13
th
  April inclusive Easter Holiday 

April 2018 

16
th

  Summer Term commences 
May 2018 

7
th

    Bank Holiday 

w/o 14
th

  Test Week for Years 5&6  

24
th

  May Day Celebration 1.30pm 

25
th

  INSET Day – school closed to pupils 

28
th

 – 1
st
 June inclusive Half term 

June 2018 

8
th

   May Day Celebration Rain Off 1.30pm 

12
th

  Open Day for parents to visit school 



 
 

 
 
 

12
th

  Welcome Meeting for new parents 7pm 

13
th

 (pm) and 19
th

 (am) New intake taster sessions and school transition times 

25
th

   INSET Day – school closed to pupils 
July 2018 

6
th

  Annual Pupil Reports to Parents 

6
th

  Sports Day 1.30pm 

9
th

  Sports Day Rain Off 1.30pm 

13
th

  Parents’ Assembly at 2.15pm 

10
th

 and 12
th

  Parent Consultation Evenings 3.15pm-6pm  

16
th

 – 19
th
  Bikeability 

TBC  Years 2 and 6  Visit to the Blue Idol  

24
th

   William Penn End of Year Leavers’ Assembly  

24
th

   End of Term 

 
School Uniform 
 
Thank you for sending back your children smartly dressed in school uniform.  Please find a uniform list below 
for your information.  Please be aware that all hair that is long enough to be tied back should be to limit the 
spread of headlice.  We also ask that children wear school socks/tights and that nail polish is removed during 
the school week.  Thank you 
 
All pupils will need one item from each box although parents may choose more. 
 

� Grey shorts (minimum knee length) 
� Grey trousers  
� Grey skirt (minimum knee length) 
� Grey pinafore dress (minimum knee length) 
� Red and white summer dress (check or stripe and minimum knee length) 
� White polo shirt (school logo optional) 
� Red William Penn sweatshirt (with logo) 
� Red William Penn cardigan (with logo) 
� Red William Penn fleece (with logo) 
� White PE shorts  
� Red William Penn T-shirt (with logo) 
� Black plimsolls (all year groups) 
� Trainers for outdoor use (Years 3,4,5 and 6) 
� Track suit for outdoor, winter wear (no hoodies) 
� PE bag 
� Art overall (old adult shirt, optional) 
� Black school shoes (not trainers or boots) 
� Grey or white socks (not sports socks) 
� Grey or red tights 
� No jewellery (other than plain gold/silver ear-rings studs and exceptions detailed in the Uniform 

Policy) 

 
Measles 
 
We have been asked by the NHS to alert our parents to the increased incidence of measles at the current 
time.  Please see the poster below: 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 Poster for Peace 2018 
The Billingshurst & District Lions Club is sponsoring the contest at the 10 local Primary Schools in the 
Billingshurst area and, by entering this competition, your child will be joining many others in their vision of 
world peace. This contest is open to children aged 8, 9 and 10 by 31st August 2018, and gives an opportunity 
for a discussion on the true importance of peace. 

Prizes 
The best poster in each class will receive a winner’s certificate and prize - and will be submitted to the UK 
Lions South East regional competition, too. The runner-up in each class will receive a certificate of 
commendation.  
The South East District Prize Winner will receive an award to keep and tokens to the value of £30 for Art 
products. Their school will receive an Award to keep for the year and a cheque for £100. The District runner-up 
will receive £25 of tokens and their school a cheque for £50. The District 3rd prize winner will receive £20 of 
tokens and their school a cheque for £50. 

Rules 
The theme is ‘The Future of Peace’. Art work must be no larger than A3 and no smaller than A4. The name, 
class, year group and school of the child must be written on the back of the poster. 
Artwork should be done on flexible material, so that it can be rolled for posting: Don’t fold it! Do not laminate 
artwork; however, fixative spray may be used. 
Artwork must be original and the effort of just one child. Children entering the competition must be aged 8 to 
10 years old on 31 August 2018 (ie currently in Years 3, 4 & 5). 
The deadline for entries is Thursday the 8th of March 2018: The Lions will collect all entries from the School on 
Friday 9th of March. 

Judging 
The posters will be judged by local sculptor and professional artist Mena Forte. She was for many years a 
school art teacher and is now a professional artist who lives and works in Tismans Common. 

 
Safeguarding Update - Disturbing YouTube videos: Factsheet for Parents 
 
We have been informed that seemingly innocent videos, featuring children's favourites Peppa Pig and Elsa, 
are being used to show disturbing and violent scenes which are inappropriate and frightening for young 
children. 
 
Please refer to this factsheet to parents to help protect children against online videos that are slipping through 
the net: 

Download factsheet 

 
Pupil Achievements 
 
Congratulations to Isabel Whitnall-Avison who has achieved her swimming Level 2 certificate.  Also Dylan 
Fernandes has achieved his yellow belt.  Well done 
If you have any pupil achievements that you would like mentioned in the newsletter, please e-mail the office: 
office@williampenn.w-sussex.sch.uk 
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